
LEGAL PROFESSION ADMISSION GUIDELINES 

 

Note: 

 

“the Act” is the Legal Profession Act 2006. 

“the Board” is the Legal Practitioners Admission Board of the Northern Territory. 

“the Court” is the Supreme Court of the Northern Territory. 

“the Rules” are the Legal Profession Admission Rules.  

“the Supreme Court Rules” are the Rules of Court made under the Supreme Court Act. 

A reference to a section in legislation refers to that section in the Act unless otherwise stated. 

A reference to a rule refers to that rule in the Rules unless otherwise stated. 

 

1. QUALIFICATIONS 
 

Persons are admitted under the Act as “local lawyers” (sections 4, 5(b) and 25). The Rules 

provide for the admission of local lawyers as “local applicants”, being  persons applying for 

admission on the basis of qualifications obtained in Australia (rules 2 and 10), or as “overseas 

applicants”, being persons with qualifications obtained in a foreign country (rules 2 and 12). 

 

An overseas applicant must first apply to the Board for directions (see rule 13).  An 

assessment of the applicant’s qualifications will normally be required. 

 

Applicants must be both eligible for admission and suitable for admission. The Board is 

required to advise the Court whether it considers an applicant for admission satisfies both 

requirements (see generally sections 11, 25, 29, 30 and 35). 

 

Eligibility for admission relates to the academic and practical requirements for admission. 

See also rules 4 and 5.  The qualifications, training and experience required of an overseas 

applicant must equate as closely as reasonably practicable to those required of a local 

applicant (rule 14(1)).  

 

Determining suitability for admission requires the applicant to satisfy the Board that the 

applicant is “currently of good fame and character”.  The Board is also required to consider 

whether the applicant is “a fit and proper person” for admission to the legal profession. 

Consideration of any criminal offending, whether resulting in a conviction or a finding of 

guilt or otherwise, and including spent convictions, is an essential part of this determination. 

 

Applicants for admission are required to disclose any matter which might be relevant to the 

Board considering both of these requirements. The applicant must state whether any of the 

“suitability matters” set out in section 11(1) of the Act apply to the applicant. Further, any 

other matter that might be relevant to a decision by the Board or the Court about whether the 

applicant is a fit and proper person for admission should also be disclosed. 

 

Applicants for admission are often uncertain about what matters should be disclosed when 

applying for admission. The Law Admissions Consultative Committee (“LACC”) has 

published guidelines known as Disclosure Guidelines For Applicants For Admission To The 

Legal Profession to assist applicants. The Board has adopted those Guidelines. The 

Guidelines are available on the Court’s website. Applicants are advised to consult the 

Guidelines when determining what disclosures they should make. The affidavit in support of 



the application for admission requires applicants to acknowledge that they have read and 

understood those guidelines before making their supporting affidavit. 

 

If the first language of an overseas applicant is not English, the applicant must satisfy the 

Board that the applicant has sufficient knowledge of written and spoken English to engage in 

legal practice (rule 16). For this purpose the Board has adopted the LACC Uniform English 

Language Testing Policy which is available on the LACC website. 

 

It is important that applicants read the relevant sections of the Act and the Rules carefully 

before applying for admission or directions. 

 

 

2. THE APPLICATION 
 

 

The application for admission is made to the Court (section 25) by Originating Motion and 

supporting affidavit, filed in triplicate. 

 

The Originating Motion must comply with the requirements set out in the Supreme Court 

Rules, for example, Rule 6.05(1) in respect of the address for service endorsed on the 

Originating Motion. See the pro forma Originating Motion. 

 

The affidavit must also comply with the requirements of the Supreme Court Rules. Order 43 

of the Supreme Court Rules sets out requirements as to form, content etc. In addition, Practice 

Direction 3 of 2009 has additional requirements in relation to pagination and tabbing of 

annexures. 

 

Documents may be rejected if they fail to comply with any of the requirements. 

 

Affidavits must be made in accordance with the Part 3 of the Oaths, Affidavits and 

Declarations Act. See the pro forma. 

 

The pro forma sets out the documents which are to be annexed to the affidavit. In particular, 

the Board requires that each applicant provide a national criminal history check. As an 

application for admission is a “proceeding before a court” within the meaning of that term in 

section 15(c) of the Criminal Records (Spent Convictions) Act 1992, the criminal history 

check must include details of “spent records” or “spent convictions”. This also applies in 

respect of offences committed interstate. The provisions of spent records legislation in other 

jurisdictions also permit disclosure of spent records where the criminal history check is 

required for the purpose of an application to a court for admission to the legal profession. In 

recent times the Board has experienced difficulties in ensuring that spent records are 

disclosed by other jurisdictions. This seems to arise because other jurisdictions may not 

appreciate that spent records are required to be disclosed due to variances in practice and in 

the content and requirements of application forms. 

 

To best ensure that the relevant authorities are aware that spent records are to be disclosed, it 

is necessary that the application precisely specify the purpose of the check as being “NT 

Supreme Court proceedings for admission as a lawyer”. Any variation to this wording may 

result in the omission of spent records and therefore strict compliance with this wording is 



required. A copy of the signed application for the criminal history check is to be annexed for 

verification purposes. 

 

Failure to comply with these requirements may result in the rejection of the documents by the 

Registry or the Board declining to deal with the application. 

 

A filing fee is payable at the time of lodgement of the application. The filing fee is payable to 

the “Receiver of Territory Monies”. 

 

A copy of the documents must also be served on the Law Society.  The documents are to be 

filed and served at least three business days, not counting the day of filing, before the Board 

meets. 

 

It is each applicant’s responsibility to ensure that documents satisfying all requirements are 

filed and served within the prescribed times as exceptions are not routinely made and then 

only for good reason. In particular, due allowance needs to be made where documents are not 

lodged in person and an applicant is taken to assume the risk of delayed delivery due to post, 

couriers etc. 

 

The meeting dates in 2013 are 19 February, 16 April, 16 July, 15 October and 3 December 

2013. Dates for subsequent years can be ascertained on enquiry to the Supreme Court 

Registry. 

 

The Law Society may be served by sending the documents to GPO Box 2388, Darwin, NT 

0801, or by delivering them to Ground Floor, Beagle House, 38 Mitchell Street Darwin, or 

the Law Society’s Court Box at the Supreme Court. 

 

In 2013, applications for admission in Darwin will be heard on 26 February, 23 April. 23 

July, 22 October and 10 December. Dates for subsequent years can be ascertained on enquiry 

to the Supreme Court Registry. Admissions in Alice Springs may be arranged at the 

convenience of the circuit Judge. 

 

 

3. ARTICLED CLERKS 

 

The provisions as to articles of clerkship are set out in Part 6 of the Rules. 

 

A person entering into Articles must apply to the Board for approval (rule 19(2)).  An 

applicant for approval must disclose any offence, other than an excluded offence (rules 17 

and 18), or any findings of academic dishonesty, such as plagiarism. 

 

Two certificates of good fame and character are required from persons of standing in the 

community who have known the applicant for at least three years (rules 3 and 20). 

 

The Board must be satisfied that the Articles will enable the applicant to achieve the level of 

competence required by the competency standards (rule 19(4)(d)). The principal must provide 

details of the nature and scope of the legal work to be undertaken and the extent of the 

supervision and training to be provided with detailed reference to the competency standards. 

 



For the purposes of calculating the period of one year’s satisfactory service under Articles, 

the period may include up to 4 weeks annual leave and one weeks sick leave. An applicant 

for admission must depose as to any leave taken. 

 


